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SUBJECT: PETER TOWE NAMED CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON 

1 . ON JUNE 3 THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED THAT 
PETER TOWE, A CAREER DIPLOMAT, HAD BEEN NAMED TO REPLACE 
JAKE WARREN AS CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. BORN IN 
LONDON. ONTARIO ON NOVEMBER 1, 1922, TOWE STUDIED ECONOM- 
ICS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO AND QUEEN’S 
UNIVERSITY. HE JOINED THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
IN 1946 AND SUBSEQUENTLY SERVED IN WASHINGTON, BONN. 

BEIRUT AND PARIS. FROM 1962-67 HE WAS DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF THE EXTERNAL AID OFFICE (NOW CALLED THE 
CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY). HE WAS 
MINISTER AT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON DURING 
1967-72, AND CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE OECD 1972-75. 

SINCE SEPTEMBER 1975 HE HAS BEEN ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ECONOMIC MATTERS. 

2. COMMENT: TOWE KNOWS WASHINGTON WELL AND IS THOROUGHLY 
FAMILIAR WITH CURRENT U.S. /CANADIAN BILATERAL ECONOMIC 
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ISSUES AS WELL AS WITH MULTILATERAL ECONOMIC ISSUES OF 
MUTUAL CONCERN. HE APPEARS WELL DISPOSED TOWARD THE 
UNITED STATES AND IS ON VERY FRIENDLY TERMS WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR AND OTHER EMBASSY OFFICERS IN OTTAWA. 

3. TOWE HAS A CONGENIAL, EASY-GOING PERSONALITY, AND 
TENDS TO BE RATHER BLAND. HIS APPROACH TO PROBLEMS IS 
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LOW KEY IN MANNER, TO THE DEGREE THAT HE HAS OCCASIONALLY 
SURPRISED US WITH AN OVERLY CASUAL REACTION TO SERIOUS 
ISSUES. SOME HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THIS BEHAVIOR REFLECTS 
A STREAK OF LAZINESS. 

4. TO WE CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARTICULATE CANADIAN POSITIONS 
EFFECTIVELY, BUT WITHOUT THE VIGOR OR CONVICTION WHICH 
CHARACTERIZED JAKE WARREN'S STYLE. BY THE SAME TOKEN, 

TOWE WILL PROBABLY NOT ATTEMPT THE PUBLIC SPEAKING OR 
PUBLIC PROMINENCE WHICH WARREN ACHIEVED. IT MAY BE THE GOC 
HAS CONCLUDED THAT THE KEY ISSUES OF THE EVOLVING AGENDA 
(GAS PIPELINE, BOUNDARIES, FISHERIES) CAN BEST BE HANDLED 
BY QUIET DIPLOMACY. ENDERS 
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